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CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT 
 
The McCune Foundation supports non-profit organizations that advance the 
quality of life for the people of Southwestern Pennsylvania by fostering 
community vitality and economic growth to improve the region for current and 
future generations. 
 
The McCune Foundation was established in 1979 by the will of Charles L. 
McCune.  The donor, a Director of The Union National Bank of Pittsburgh for 56 
years, served as its President from 1945 until 1972, and then as Chairman of the 
Board until his death.  His life was spent providing capital to people with good 
ideas and the ability to execute them. 

 
Charles McCune also gave generously to charitable organizations, mostly in the 
Pittsburgh area, while seeking no public recognition of his philanthropy.  He 
established the Foundation in memory of his parents, Janet Lockhart McCune 
and John Robison McCune. He left us a legacy less of what to do, and more of 
how to do it. As those who knew him will attest, his style of dealing with people 
and with challenges would be described as purposeful, simple, and direct. The 
foundation he created continues to provide capital to people with good ideas and 
the ability to execute them. 

 
The programs that result from this mission are Education, Health and Human 
Services, Humanities and Economic Development. In 2015 the Distribution 
Committee approved 130 new and conditional grants totaling $28,204,500. This 
represents a 4.4% increase in giving over last year. All the grants made during 
our fiscal year 2014-2015 will be listed when the Annual Report is finalized in 
December. 
 
In the McCune Foundation’s establishing document Mr. McCune required that all 
the assets of the Foundation be paid out in grants by October 16, 2029 and the 
Foundation cease operation on that date. Four years ago the Distribution 
Committee instituted a “Constant Stream” spending policy that equalizes the 
granted amounts year to year. Any variations in this amount would be due to 
portfolio fluctuations. While this policy reduces the total amount spent in the next 
14 years, it allows us to maintain our staffing levels until 2029 and accelerate the 
delivery of resources to the community. The result is that this year we distributed 
8.37% of our assets in grants. 
 
At the same time that the Constant Stream was adopted, the McCune 
Foundation instituted a new grants program simply called “Big Ideas.” These 
large grants are designed to be transformative and change the vector of the 
grantee in both direction and velocity. Also, these grants must be self-sustaining 



 

and have impact beyond the organization - thus strengthening the larger 
community. To quote our Executive Director, Hank Beukema, “We’re trying to 
transfer our DNA to others.” While these grants could be seen to further the 
Foundation’s legacy, the Foundation, as a quiet donor, prefers that they be seen 
as the community and region’s legacy.  
 
Starting in 2012, the McCune Foundation has made three Big Idea grants to 
organizations with which it has worked for at least a decade. The grants were 
made under “Granny’s Rules,” which are three simple principles that apply to all 
our grants as the Foundation works toward 2029. 
 

1. Leave it better than we found it. 
2. Finish well the things we start. 
3. Do not start things we cannot finish well. 

 
These rules guide us toward engaging only organizations with which we have 
successfully engaged in the past.  
 
The first Big Idea grant was to Carnegie Mellon University for their Innovation 
Ecosystem Strategic Initiative. The second was to Innovation Works to create the 
Participation Fund and the third was to the Emerging Opportunity Fund at 
Bridgeway Capital. Each of these was based on a previous Proof of Concept 
grant that not only validated the idea but also demonstrated the organization’s 
capacity to succeed. Each grant perpetuates the program it funds only if the 
organization conducts that program successfully, thus creating a “living 
endowment.” 
 
In 2014 the Foundation began a two-year hiatus from making Big Idea grants. 
This time was used to finish payment of the first three grants and to evaluate the 
program. One of the many things staff learned was that universities and 
healthcare systems could easily dominate the demand for Big Idea grants. 
However, these organizations represent only 32% of our historical grantmaking 
so we have to find a way to draw Big Idea grants from our Humanities and 
Human Services grantees. 
 
In March of this year Staff recommended, and the Distribution Committee 
approved, a new grant category within the Big Ideas called “clusters.” These 
would be smaller grants, seven figures instead of eight, to multiple organizations 
working in a similar space that would be bundled around a central theme. Each 
grant would still have to be transformative, self-sustaining and reach into a 
broader community. Each grant would also be processed independently of the 
others within the cluster so the cluster could only be well defined afterwards. Staff 
has already begun discussions within the downtown arts and human service 
organizations and we expect other clusters will be developed over time. As Big 
Idea grants resume in 2017, Staff will be developing potential grants within these 
clusters along with more traditional Big Ideas. 



 

This year the McCune Foundation took another step in preparation for its wind 
down in 2029. Our portion of the ALMONO Partnership was purchased by the 
Richard King Mellon Foundation.  Four foundations and the Regional Industrial 
Development Corporation (RIDC) created this Partnership in 2002 to ensure that 
former LTV site, 178 acres along the Monongahela River, was developed in a 
way that best utilized its location, created jobs and, most importantly, created 
opportunity for Pittsburgh. The Partnership’s long view helped it survive the 2008 
downturn, and has the site positioned to be developed properly, as exemplified 
by the new road and infrastructure work launched in the fall of 2015.  This was a 
good time for the Foundation to simplify its obligations, and we are gratified to 
see that the work of the remaining partners has accelerated. 
 
Several weeks ago, during an informal conversation, the question was posed 
“How will the McCune Foundation measure success.”  I would like to posit that 
success will be 80% of our Big Idea grant recipients still running the programs the 
Foundation supported 20 years after the Foundation’s termination. The 
Foundation must go out of business in October 2029 but our aspiration is to 
advance the quality of life for the people of Southwestern Pennsylvania by 
fostering community vitality and economic growth to improve the region for 
current and future generations. 
 
In closing we must acknowledge the service of outgoing Distribution Committee 
member James C. Roddey. Jim is a member of our first class of Community 
Members and helped define the position. He has the unique talent of knowing the 
community, and its needs, intimately but tempering that with a commitment to the 
uniqueness of the organization he is serving. His contributions will always be a 
part of us due to his participation in our termination planning. And, oh my 
goodness, does he make us laugh. 
 
 
      Michael M. Edwards 
      Chairman 
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McCUNE FOUNDATION GRANTS 
 

2015 
 
In 2015, the McCune Foundation awarded 130 new and conditional grants 
totaling $28,204,500. The Foundation’s grants are assigned to one of four 
program areas (Education, Human Services, Humanities or Civic), but often the 
grants overlap.  There were (20) grant awards made toward Big Idea and 
Signature grant commitments in 2015.   When combined, these totaled 50% of 
the Foundation’s grantmaking.  Standard grants now comprise just 33% of the 
Foundation’s philanthropic work. 
 
 
Education 

 
In 2015, the Education Program awarded 20 grants totaling $7,700,000.  
Populations served include: adults, children, youth and college-aged students.  
Grants in the Education Program promote excellence in the institutions of Higher 
Education, independent Elementary and Secondary Schools, and ancillary 
education programs (General Education).  The Education Program supports 
capital projects, research and development, financial aid, program, and 
endowment to accomplish the following strategic priorities: 

• Leverage university research capacity to enhance the region’s competitive 
advantage in economic development; 

• Work with universities as anchors for community revitalization strategies; 
• Increase access to independent schools and higher education; 
• Recruit and retain exceptional faculty; and, 
• Develop and deliver quality enrichment programs for school aged children, 

particularly with a focus on math, arts, science and reading. 
 
 
Allegheny College 
 $250,000 To continue the MARC Wellness Center project. 
 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
 $50,000 To support the Beyond Big Data project. 
 
Carnegie Mellon University 
 $3,000,000 To (1) establish an Innovation Scholars Program, (2) 

create Innovation Graduate Fellowships, (3) further 
develop an Enhanced Recoverable Grant Program, 
and (4) establish a Commercialization Tools 
Development Fund. 



Chatham University 
 $500,000 Toward the initial phases of the Eden Hall Campus 

development. 
 
Greater Pittsburgh Literacy Council 
 $60,000 Toward organizational assessment and plan. 
 
Imani Christian Academy 
 $200,000 To launch a STEM curriculum for grades K-12. 
 
Negro Educational Emergency Drive 
 $90,000 Toward the first year of a two year Capacity Building 

through Analytics Project. 
 
Neighborhood Academy 
 $250,000 To help refinance bond debt. 
 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
 $450,000 For the $10.8M Barbour Library renovation. 
 
Point Park University 
 $500,000 To construct a new Playhouse Theater complex on 

Forbes Avenue downtown. 
 
Riverview Children's Center 
 $225,000 For facility expansion and renovation. 
 
Shady Side Academy 
 $75,000 Toward renovating the Junior School Science 

facilities. 
 
The Fred Rogers Company 
 $250,000 To support Season Two of Daniel Tiger’s 

Neighborhood. 
 
University of Pittsburgh 
 $250,000 Toward the Pitt Ventures project. 
 
University of Pittsburgh, Department of Industrial Engineering 
 $500,000 To further establish Industry Studies as a 

multidisciplinary research field in the Department of 
Industrial Engineering. 

 
  



Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf 
 $200,000 Toward the construction of a Student Residence and 

Outdoor Classroom. 
 
Winchester Thurston School 
 $750,000 To help endow the School’s City as Our Campus 

academic program, one component in the 
CelebrateWT $20.6M capital campaign. 

 
World Affairs Council of Pittsburgh 
 $100,000 To expand the Global Leadership Certificate Program. 
 
 
 
Health and Human Services 

 
 
The Human Services program area awarded 36 grants totaling $5,318,000 this 
fiscal year.  Grants in the health and human services program focus on health, 
social services, and community improvement. The interdisciplinary approach to 
grantmaking in this program area works with community-based and regional 
institutions to address pressing community needs by supporting the critical work 
of existing programs.  The program also supports new initiatives that seek to find 
and ameliorate the root causes of community distress and disinvestment. The 
Human Services area supports capital projects, research and development, 
organizational capacity building, and programming with the following strategic 
priorities: 
 

• Transfer education and research assets into economic opportunities for 
the region; 

• Leverage public and private dollars for broad-based support of community 
assets; 

• Promote self-sufficiency of residents; 
• Increase social and economic stability of communities and the region; and, 
• Test and support effective prevention programs. 

 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Pittsburgh, Inc. 
 $50,000 Toward a two-year project to expand the 

organization’s individual donor base. 
 
Blind and Vision Rehabilitation Services of Pittsburgh 
 $200,000 Toward the New Beginnings capital campaign. 
 



Carnegie Library of Homestead 
 $50,000 Toward replacing and modernizing the boiler system. 
 
Center for Hearing & Deaf Services, Inc. 
 $200,000 Toward facility upgrades. 
 
Children's Home of Pittsburgh & Lemieux Family Center 
 $250,000 For the Hospital addition portion of the campaign. 
 
Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh 
 $400,000 Toward developing the SHARP project. 
 
Children's Institute 
 $300,000 To support the Family-Centered Care Coordination 

Initiative (Medical Home). 
 
Community Human Services Corporation 
 $45,000 To purchase and renovate a 3-bedroom townhouse in 

Beltzhoover. 
 
Community Human Services Corporation 
 $55,000 For predevelopment work to complete the due 

diligence activities associated with establishing a new 
organizational center. 

 
Dollar Energy Fund, Inc. 
 $100,000 To help expand the Customer Service Call Center. 
 
East End Cooperative Ministry 
 $125,000 To hire a Chief Financial Officer, purchase a new 

accounting system, and for transitional operating 
support. 

 
Forbes Funds 
 $75,000 Toward the Executive in Residence program. 
 
Glade Run Foundation 
 $350,000 To support capital improvements and new 

construction. 
 
Goodwill of Southwestern Pennsylvania 
 $60,000 For the YouthWorks youth employment program. 
 
  



Goodwill of Southwestern Pennsylvania 
 $100,000 Toward the Service Delivery Model Pilot Project. 
 
Hill House Association 
 $350,000 To support ongoing organizational stabilization. 
 
Hosanna House, Inc. 
 $350,000 To support general operations in 2015. 
 
Hosanna House, Inc. 
 $225,000 Toward building capacity within the organization for 

long term sustainability. 
 
Lifesteps 
 $75,000 Toward the Reengineering and Systems Integration 

Initiative. 
 
McGowan Institute for Regenerative Medicine 
 $250,000 To continue programs and operations related to the 

Pediatric Device Initiative. 
 
Neighborhood Allies 
 $50,000 To support one Fellow in real estate development. 
 
North Hills Community Outreach 
 $25,000 To provide a dollar-to-dollar match for donations from 

individuals toward capacity building. 
 
Peoples Oakland 
 $35,000 For an organizational sustainability plan and 

outcomes framework. 
 
Pittsburgh Project 
 $100,000 For continued support of youth programs and an 

organizational consultant. 
 
Pittsburgh Soccer in the Community 
 $25,000 To support the Pittsburgh City Soccer Club initiative. 
 
POISE Foundation 
 $50,000 Toward the Unrestricted Endowment Fund. 
  



PROGRAM for Offenders, Inc. 
 $250,000 To renovate the former Keystone Plumbing building 

and create a complete community corrections 
alternative to incarceration for women in Allegheny 
County. 

 
Rankin Christian Center 
 $38,000 To support the Youth of a Nation program. 
 
Residences At Wood Street 
 $250,000 Toward renovations to the 55,000 sq. ft. commercial 

rental space at Wood Street Commons, over two 
years, of which $50,000 was redirected toward 
repairing/finishing an exposed wall. 

 
Sprout Fund 
 $100,000 To advance the regional economic impact of the 

Kids+Creativity Network. 
 
Union Project 
 $75,000 For working capital to implement the current Strategic 

Business Plan. 
 
United Way of Allegheny County 
 $250,000 Toward the $10M endowed United Way Forward 

Fund. 
 
University of Pittsburgh, School of Medicine 
 $250,000 In support of the Institute for Personalized Medicine. 
 
Visiting Nurse Association of Indiana County 
 $25,000 Toward Phase II of integrating technology for 

improving and sustaining home health and hospice 
care in Indiana County. 

 
Westmoreland Community Action 
 $100,000 Toward essential renovations for several buildings at 

the Shop Demo Depot, as well as equipment/vehicles. 
 
Westmoreland County Food Bank, Inc. 
 $85,000 To purchase a new trailer. 
 
 
 



Arts, Humanities, and Religion 
 

 
In 2015, the Humanities program area awarded 16 grants totaling $2,802,500.  
Grants in this program area focus on Culture, Preservation, and Religion & 
Values.  Cultural investments are made from the vantage point of regional 
economic development and the perspective that a city is more “livable” with a 
strong arts and culture sector, and a performance epicenter downtown that 
attracts patrons and out-of-town visitors.  The Humanities area supports capital 
projects, endowment grants, technology, marketing, planning, operations through 
special relief grants, and programming for the following strategic priorities:  
 

• Promote regional historic and cultural assets;  
• Attract new audiences and future generations of residents who 

appreciate the humanities; 
• Contribute to the economic development of the downtown corridor; 
• Guard the region’s history and religious legacy; and, 
• Support Christian education through academic institutions. 

 
 
Bricolage Production Company 
 $75,000 To support new staff and to undertake facility 

upgrades and renovations. 
 
Chamber Music Pittsburgh 
 $25,000 To continue and expand the Pittsburgh Music Alliance 

collaboration. 
 
Chamber Music Pittsburgh 
 $20,000 To launch the Pittsburgh Performs concert series. 
 
Christian Associates of Southwest Pennsylvania 
 $60,000 To support the Executive Minister transition. 
 
Community Theater Project Corporation / Kelly-Strayhorn Theater 
 $32,500 To enhance the Theater’s programming and 

operations. 
 
Frick Art & Historical Center 
 $500,000 Toward the construction of the Education Center. 
 
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania 
 $400,000 To support operations, new exhibits, and 

programming in 2015. 



Mendelssohn Choir of Pittsburgh 
 $50,000 Toward planning and implementation of a new 

operating model. 
 
New Hazlett Center for the Performing Arts 
 $50,000 To expand the Community Supported Art (CSA) 

program. 
 
Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre 
 $375,000 Toward the new Ballet Theatre School Complex. 
 
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust 
 $200,000 To help underwrite the 2015 India in Focus Festival. 
 
Pittsburgh Filmmakers/Pittsburgh Center for the Arts 
 $250,000 Toward development and implementation of a 

Recovery Plan to stabilize the organization. 
 
River City Brass Band 
 $80,000 Toward the implementation of a new strategic plan. 
 
Society for Contemporary Craft 
 $125,000 Toward a shared CFO position that will serve five 

Pittsburgh-based arts organizations. 
 
Society for Contemporary Craft 
 $60,000 For implementation of a four-year strategic plan. 
 
Westmoreland Museum of American Art 
 $500,000 Toward the $35 million Capital Campaign. 
 
 
 
Civic, Community, and Economic Development 

 
 
A total of 36 grants totaling $12,231,000 were made in 2015 in this program area.  
Grants in the civic program area have a regional focus on new job growth and 
generating community wealth, support of core community assets, and quality of 
life improvements.  Community development, public amenities, conservation, and 
overall regional grants are made in this program area.  The Civic agenda 
supports capital projects, research and development, organizational capacity 
building, and operating and programming with the following strategic priorities: 
 



• Spur investment in Pittsburgh’s urban core and metropolitan area; 
• Leverage public and private dollars for broad-based support of 

community assets; 
• Revitalize Pittsburgh’s neighborhoods by changing blighted market 

conditions; 
• Support broad based community assets improving the livability of the 

region; and, 
• Develop a New Economy in Pittsburgh that will return greater prosperity 

to the region. 
 
 
ACTION-Housing Inc. 
 $300,000 To increase the organization’s capacity and ramp-up 

efforts toward the 10-year plan. 
 
Allegheny Conference on Community Development 
 $250,000 Toward planning for the Business Boot Camp 

program. 
 
Allegheny Conference on Community Development 
 $500,000 To establish a Site Fund to develop pad-ready sites 

for business attraction. 
 
Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation 
 $200,000 Toward the Garfield Glen affordable housing project. 
 
Bridgeway Capital, Inc. 
 $2,500,000 For the establishment of the Emerging Opportunities 

Fund. 
 
City of Asylum Pittsburgh 
 $200,000 To purchase and redevelop the former Masonic 

Building on the North Side into Alphabet City. 
 
Community Foundation for the Alleghenies 
 $50,000 To hire a Community Development Specialist in order 

to grow community and economic development 
capacity. 

 
Community Foundation of Westmoreland County 
 $50,000 To launch the Revitalizing Westmoreland initiative. 
 
Coro Center for Civic Leadership 
 $40,000 To upgrade the information technology system. 



Duquesne University 
 $250,000 To launch a community wetlab. 
 
Headwaters Charitable Trust 
 $200,000 Toward the soft planning costs to acquire the Knox 

Kane Rail Trail. 
 
Innovation Works, Inc. 
 $2,500,000 Toward the launching of Riverfront Ventures. 
 
Lawrenceville United 
 $35,000 Toward a parent engagement strategy in 

Lawrenceville. 
 
Main Street Farmers Market, Inc. 
 $150,000 To support the Community Pavilion Project. 
 
Mon Valley Initiative 
 $250,000 For 2015 operating support. 
 
National Aviary in Pittsburgh, Inc. 
 $200,000 Toward the construction of Condor Court. 
 
National Center for Arts and Technology 
 $166,000 To expand Bidwell’s NCAT program. 
 
Neighborhood Allies 
 $250,000 A second grant toward 2015 program support. 
 
Neighborhood Allies 
 $500,000 For program support in 2016. 
 
Pennsylvania Environmental Council, Inc. 
 $80,000 To complete the final phase of the River Towns 

Program. 
 
Pittsburgh Botanic Garden 
 $250,000 Toward Phase IIIA of the Botanical Garden's new 

development adjacent to Settler's Cabin Park in the 
South Hills. 

Pittsburgh Gateways Corporation 
 $275,000 Toward completing Phase II of the Energy Innovation 

Center. 
 



Pittsburgh Glass Center, Inc. 
 $70,000 Toward the next phase of the Penn Avenue Arts 

Initiative’s priority projects. 
 
Pittsburgh Life Sciences Greenhouse, Inc. 
 $375,000 Toward a $950,000 Program Related Investment. 
 
Progress Fund 
 $225,000 To support the redevelopment of real estate along the 

Great Allegheny Passage. 
 
RIDC Fund for Economic Growth 
 $710,000 To develop the former LTV Coke Works in 

Hazelwood. 
 
RIDC Fund for Economic Growth 
 $500,000 Toward a Manufacturing Loan Fund. 
 
Thrill Mill Inc. 
 $250,000 To support the leasing of an incubator space in East 

Liberty and hiring of one staff person. 
 
Thrill Mill Inc. 
 $250,000 Toward two main elements of Thrill Mill operations: 

staff support, and the Thrival Innovation + Music 
Festival in Pittsburgh. 

 
Touchstone Center for Crafts 
 $165,000 $95,000 to support the Transcending the Survival 

Cycle (TSC) Initiative and $70,000 to be used in the 
construction of a new Glass Studio. 

 
University Center for Social & Urban Research 
 $50,000 To support the Pittsburgh Regional Indicators 

Benchmarking Project (PittsburghTODAY) in 2015. 
 
University of Pittsburgh, Graduate School of Public and International Affairs 
 $35,000 For continued support of the CONgress of 

NEighboring CommuniTies (CONNECT). 
 
University of Pittsburgh, Institute of Politics 
 $55,000 For program operations in 2015. 
 
  



Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 
 $350,000 To endow the Community Gardens Program. 
 
 
 
Director’s Discretionary Grants 

 
$ 153,000 Twenty-two grants of $10,000 or less. 
 
$ 28,204,500 Total 
 
 



McCune Foundation 
 

Year and Total Number of Grants 
1980 – $1,909,500    101 
 
1981 – $2,385,000   94 
 
1982 – $3,308,500   99 
 
1983 – $3,874,500   89 
 
1984 – $3,857,300   49 
 
1985 – $12,149,310   56 
 
1986 – $13,144,265   45 
 
1987 – $11,234,258   30 
 
1988 – $10,158,285   39 
 
1989 – $13,364,994   37 
 
1990 – $15,289,998   39 
 
1991 – $13,358,171   39 
 
1992 – $11,613,467   43 
 
1993 – $13,616,950   72 
 
1994 – $13,555,400  111 
 
1995 – $13,825,050  99 
 
1996 – $16,341,104  131 
 
1997 – $21,480,575  142 
 
1998 – $28,087,930  160 
 
1999 – $29,331,700  161 
 
2000 – $28,391,003  143 
 
2001 – $27,858,921  185 
 
2002 – $25,375,494  188 
 
2003 – $23,612,390  197 
 
2004 – $25,597,625   201 
 
2005 – $27,309,422   194 
 
2006 – $26,792,859   213 
 



 
Year and Total Number of Grants 
2007 – $28,941,100   170 
 
2008 – $27,049,256   183 
 
2009 – $18,251,789   165 
 
2010 – $19,630,510   172 
 
2011 – $21,165,500   174 
 
2012 – $102,412,861  147 
 
2013 – $25,986,115  134 
 
2014 – $27,018,000  140 
 
2015 – $28,204,500  130 
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Information for Applicants 
(revised October 2015) 

 
The broad mission of the McCune Foundation is to support non-profit 
organizations that improve the quality of life in southwest Pennsylvania by 
fostering community vitality and economic growth that will continue to improve 
the region for generations to come.  Within these mission parameters, the 
Foundation is mindful that it is currently on a trajectory of just over 13 years that 
will conclude in October 2029.  This context has changed considerably the “rules 
of engagement” in the grant selection process as the Foundation develops new 
criteria to guide its grantmaking in the final years.  Three overarching principles 
are framing the conversation with prospective grantees: 
 

• (1) Leave it better than you found it; 
• (2) Finish well the things you have started; and, 
• (3) Don’t start new things you cannot finish well. 

 
These three lenses make it unlikely that the Foundation can initiate or respond to 
potential engagements with organizations with which it has not worked with 
during its first 37 years of operations—preferring as an alternative to build on 
past work in a manner that increases the likelihood of sustainable, effective 
operations and program delivery after the Foundation is gone.  The Foundation’s 
current operating mode also means that there will be far fewer resources for 
consideration of capital campaigns that seek significant investments for facilities, 
endowments, and/or new programs.  The number and size of these prospective 
grants has and will continue to decline. 
 
In this competitive market place, there will be fewer available resources to 
support expanded or new operations and programs, even to organizations with 
whom the Foundation has significant history, unless those expansions are 
directly related to the core mission of the organization, and expand revenue-
producing opportunities well into the future.  Submissions should present a 
realistic and persuasive case for the potential to significantly impact the health, 
growth and/or prosperity of the targeted constituency or community. Part of a 
compelling case is a clear understanding of the environment, both positive and 
negative, in which the proposed project or program will take place. Applicants 
should demonstrate the means to collect and analyze data that informs both the 
current situation and describes success.  
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The other part of a compelling case is demonstrated organizational capacity to 
deliver the program or project. The applicant must show how the project or 
program can be sustained after the grant period ends without additional McCune 
Foundation funding.   
 
McCune Foundation focuses its grants in southwestern Pennsylvania, principally 
the Pittsburgh area. Unsolicited proposals from outside the region are not 
accepted.  
 
Please visit the Grants page of the Foundation’s website for a more 
comprehensive description of program areas and the types of projects more likely 
to receive support.  Please also be aware that there are types of organizations 
and projects that the Foundation rarely or ever supports.  These include: 
 

Public Education 
Government offices or authorities 
Advocacy 
Programs primarily supported/sponsored by government 
Special Events and Benefits 
 

To apply for consideration, an organization should complete the Applicant 
Information Sheet (a link can be accessed in the upper left hand section of this 
web page). In your electronic submission please include a copy of the 
organization’s IRS 501(c)(3) Determination Letter. 
 
If the project meets current funding priorities and sufficient resources are 
available, the Foundation's grantmaking staff will contact the applicant to provide 
guidance regarding next steps in the application process.  While the Foundation’s 
Distribution Committee typically meets four times a year, the number of projects 
and the increased level of Foundation involvement means that it will usually take 
several months for consideration to be given to new projects. 
 
 


